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Balloontheory
on UFO

The RAAF issueda reportyesterday on
its

investigations

intothe sightingof an un-
identified flyingobjectnear Canberraon July15.

The reportgavethreepos-
sibilities— condensation

froma jet
aircraft's engines,

the planetVenusand a
weatherballoon.

The reportappearedto
lean towardsthe ideathat
the objectwas a

balloon.

It said balloonscould
oftenbe seenfromlong
distances becauseof their
reflecting surface,sometimes
appeared hazy,and on oc-
casionscould appearto
changecolour.
The report addedthatthe

balloons couldoftendis-
appear suddenly,

as did the
objectseen from Canberra,

becausethey burstat vary-

ing
altitudes.

Bungendore
find

Reportsof the object

camefroma numberof
people, includingDepartment

of CivilAviation
officers

on dutyat theRAAF

base, Fairbairn.

Yesterday
Mr J. J.

Harrison,of
Bungendore,

reportedthatearlier

in the

weekhe had founda burst
weather balloon on his pro-
perty,aboutfourmileseast
of Bungendore.

He foundit aftera windy

nightand believedit could

not havebeenin the pad-
dockforlong,as it wasnot
torn.

"The wind would have
whipped

it to piecesif it
had been there long,"he
said.

Mr Harrisonreportedthe
find to Bungendorepolice
and has keptthe balloonas
a souvenir.

SYDNEY,Friday.—
Newspapers,

radioand TV
stationswere bombarded

with callsabouta glowing

objectwhichpassedslowly
acrossSydneytonight.
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The objectwas sooniden-
tified,however,as a weather

balloonsent aloftby the
Bureauof

Meteorology
and

carrying a yellowlamp.
The bureauand Mascot

airportauthorities received

at leasta dozencallsfrom
excitedpeople.


